
Starting in May of 2005, 
MTS Contracting, Inc. be-
came involved in the resto-
ration of the KC Museum, 
located in the Northeast 
District of Kansas City, MO.  
This is phase one of an ex-
tensive renovation project 
on the 1910 beautiful lime-
stone, copper, bronze and 
terra-cotta structure.  The 
initial phase, a facelift for 
the landmark, was com-
pleted in February of 2006. 

 

The KC Museum was origi-
nally a mansion built by 
R.A. Long, a Kansas City 
lumber baron, for his wife 
and two daughters.  The 
grounds included a stable, 
main house, caretaker’s 
house, carpenter’s shed, 
conservatory and green-
house (built in this order).  
After Mr. Long died in 
1932, his daughters were not 
able to keep up the property.  
It was given to the Kansas 
City Museum Association 
on 1939.  The city of Kansas 
City, MO now owns the 

buildings and has a contract 
for their maintenance. 

 

A project was started to 
address the complete build-
ing envelope in 1996.  The 
city commissioned a restora-
tion architect out of Minne-
sota, Capital Improvement 
Management Office (CIMO) 
of Kansas City, MO, and 
International Architects 
Atelier (IAA) to work to-
gether on this project.  The 
goals of restoration were to 
prevent further water infil-
tration, to make structural 
repairs and to improve the 
appearance. 

 

The scope of work was di-
vided into four areas: 

· Cleaning the stone 
structure 

· Tuckpointing 

· Roofing Work 

· Miscellaneous repairs 

 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 

KC Museum—Corinthian Hall 

The KC Museum Receives a Face Lift 
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· KC Museum Gets a Face 
Lift 

· MTS Opens Branch Of-
fice in Springfield, MO 

· Ten Year Anniversary! MTS Opens First Branch Office 

After 3-4 years of doing 
business in Southwestern 
Missouri, MTS has opened a 
branch in Springfield.  Man-
ager, Tom Burch, said, “We 
have been well received by 
the business community.  
We have established rela-
tionships with DCI Con-

struction, Inc., Missouri 
State University, Plaza Re-
alty and others; and we are 
regularly developing new 
relationships (contacts).” 

 

The Springfield branch 
serves a 100 mile radius, 
including Branson and 

Joplin.  They have com-
pleted a caulking job in 
Branson for Westwood Con-
tractors Inc. on the Belk 
Store in the new Branson 
Landing.  In Joplin, MTS 
restored the exterior of the  

 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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In order to clean the stone “it was nec-
essary for MTS to perform multiple 
samples of various cleaning methods 
and materials to determine what recipe 
would give the best results and not dam-
age the integrity of the stone,” com-
mented Mark Spears.  It took several 
months to remove a buildup of many 
years.  The results are remarkable. 

 

All of the 
mortar joints 
between the 
stone panels 
on the entire 
façade were 
badly deterio-
rated.  Al-
though some 

minor patchwork had been done 
throughout the years, it was necessary 
to perform a thorough tuckpointing of 
the entire structure.  Mark Spears said 
“great care was taken to remove exist-
ing mortar without damaging surround-
ing stone.”  MTS used 
an historic mortar com-
pound to match the 
original design.  “If the 
color was not right, 
MTS was willing to 
change it until they got 
it right,” says Phillip 
Travis, CIMO Construc-
tion Manager. 

 

For the roofing work, MTS chose to 
work with Earl Hankins Roofing, Inc.  
In the past the roof had been replaced in 
sections.  It needed to be completely 
replaced due to a considerable amount 
of water infiltration.  This job involved: 

 

1) removal/replacement of clay tile 
located on the shaped roofs, 

2) removal/replacement of the copper 
box gutter, and 

3) removal/replacement of the flat 
roofs. 

 

Other work involved patching of vari-
ous limestone panels and the removal 
and re-setting of several stones that had 
shifted throughout the history of the 
building.  Care was taken  to keep from 
fracturing the aged stone while  han-
dling.  In some areas, deteriorated stone 
was injected with grout in order to re-

store structural integrity and to seal 
it from moisture penetration.  MTS 
was able to successfully accomplish 
these jobs. 

 

“In every restoration type project,” 
according to Mark Spears, “there is 
always the ‘unknown factor’, which 
must be dealt with successfully.”  
This project was no exception.  
While exposing the construction 
hidden behind the walls and roofs, it 

was necessary for MTS, Hankins, 
CIMO and IAA to work together to find 
the best solution.  “MTS has been easy 
to work with and the work has gone 
smoothly,” Kyle Gregory, staff architect 
for IAA, said.  “There are may different 

ways to approach 
restoration.  I have 
learned different tech-
niques and methods 
from MTS.” 

 

 

The exterior restora-
tion is the first phase 
of the project and was 

completed in February of 2006.  The 
next phase will be to replace the interior 
of the main house which has 70 rooms.  
Plans are in the works for historical 
displays to showcase Kansas City, Mis-
souri’s history.  We all look forward to 
the complete restoration of a beautiful 
landmark. 

 

(cont.) The KC Museum Receives a Face Lift 

Corinthian Hall—East Façade                 

Corinthian Hall—East Facade 

“There are many different 

ways to approach restoration.  

I have learned  different 

techniques and methods from 

MTS.” - Kyle Gregory 



THE MTS MINUTE  PAGE 3  

“We have seen incredible change 
through the years, including three 
moves to accommodate our rapidly 
expanding staff.” 

 

One source of pride for MTS is em-
ployee loyalty.  Tom Middleton, Opera-
tions Manager and Allie Edwards, Con-
troller, both count 2006 as their 10th 
year with MTS.  Without their commit-
ment to excellence, the first years could 

have been 
rough.  We 
thank them 
for their 
service 
and will-
ingness to 
change.  
Through 
ups and 
downs, 
their belief 

in what we were accomplishing never 
wavered. 

 

Three employees integral to MTS’s 
success have been with us nine years.  
Those employees are:  Mark Spears, 
Vice President; Malcolm Sparling, Pro-
ject Manager/Estimator; and Dennis 
Fritter, Superintendent.  These gentle-
men have distinguished themselves 
throughout their history with the com-
pany. 

 

MTS is looking forward with vision and 
drive to a fantastic future.  We are cur-

rently in another year of growth and 
success.  Thank you to all our custom-
ers, vendors, subcontractors and most of 
all employees for making this milestone 
possible. 

In May of this year, MTS Contracting, 
Inc. celebrated 10 years as one of Kan-
sas City’s premier restoration contrac-
tors.  We want to thank our incredible 
customers for the confidence they 
placed in us to complete their projects—
large or small.  We have celebrated 
some major accomplishments along the 
way. 

 

Established in 1996 by Terry Zipsie and 
Mike Middleton, MTS Con-
tracting, Inc. has gone from a 
fledgling operation to a multi-
million dollar company.  Terry 
and Mike brought years of ex-
pertise to MTS.  Both men had 
been craftsmen in the restora-
tion industry with Terry moving 
into a Project Manager position 
after a few years.  In 1996 they 
decided to form their own com-
pany, their way.  They have 
been the driving force behind the suc-
cess at MTS.  Unafraid to get involved 
in every aspect of a job; Terry and Mike 
have continually pushed for growth, 
change and excellence.  “The growth of 
the company has been phenomenal” 
re-

marked Terry Zipsie, President of MTS.  

Frisco Building; mostly masonry and 
terra-cotta work.  The Springfield 
School District has also been a client. 

 

Tom Burch, Branch Manager, is joined 
by Andy Jones, Field Operations Man-
ager.  Both men are originally from the 
Kansas City office and have moved 
their families to the Ozarks. 

 

Steve Smith is our Project Manager/
Estimator and the newest member of 
our team.  He is also a Kansas City 
transplant.  The three men form a tight 
team, committed to continuing the qual-
ity customer service reputation of the 
Kansas City office. 

MTS Celebrates 10 Years! 

(cont.) MTS Opens First Branch Office 

Left to right:  Steve Smith, Tom Burch,  
& Andy Jones                   

One source of pride 

for MTS is employee 

loyalty. 

Tom Middleton & Allie Edwards 

Left to right:  Malcolm Sparling, Dennis 
Fritter & Mark Spears 
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Since our establishment in 
1996, MTS Contracting, Inc. 
has earned the reputation of 
being a professional restora-
tion contractor.  As a restora-
tion/waterproofing contractor, 
MTS specializes in the fol-
lowing types of work: 

 

· Parking Garage Restora-
tion 

· Tuckpointing 

· Caulking 

· Building 
Cleaning 

· Injection 

· Concrete Restoration/
Repair 

· Concrete Coatings 

· Water Repellents 

· Masonry/Stone Restora-
tion 

About Our Organization 
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                                                      MTS Office - 1019 Swift Ave. 
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